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The Power of Tourism
Local Government Leadership Academy Forum 2024

Bird watching at Terra Nova Rural Park in Richmond | BC Bird Trail/The Number Creative



Hudson Bay Mountain in Smithers | Northern BC Tourism/Thomas Camus
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BC’s Tourism Industry Ecosystem



4Fort St. John | Northern BC Tourism/Christos Sagiorgis

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

PLAYS CRITICAL 
ROLE
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Value of Tourism (2019)
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Value of Tourism (2019)
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BC Resident Perceptions of Tourism

NEW Research 
Toolkit
to assist 
communities to 
develop their own 
Resident Study 
using common 
methodologies

NEW Snapshot Series Reporting
Series of 34 reports at provincial, regional & local levels

AVAILABLE AT
www.destinationbc.ca/research-insights/type/resident-research/

https://www.destinationbc.ca/research-insights/type/resident-research/
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9Indigenous Garden Tour in Vernon

TOURISM HAS THE POWER TO SHARE 
STORIES AND CULTURES



10Carver Christian White (Kihlyahda) in his longhouse in the village of Old Masset



11Emar Lakes Provincial Park | Destination BC/Andrew Strain

TOURISM HAS THE POWER TO 
AUTHENTICALLY CONNECT



12Tweedsmuir Provincial Park| Cariboo Chilcotin Coast/Jonny Bierman

TOURISM HAS THE POWER TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO BIODIVERSITY 

GOALS
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BC Tourism Climate 
Resiliency Initiative

$3 million investment

Funding NOW available for 
tourism businesses:
www.destinationbc.ca/what-we-
do/destination-management/bc-
tourism-climate-resiliency-initiative/

Yellowpoint Farms | Tourism Cowichan/Peter O'Hara

https://www.destinationbc.ca/what-we-do/destination-management/bc-tourism-climate-resiliency-initiative/
https://www.destinationbc.ca/what-we-do/destination-management/bc-tourism-climate-resiliency-initiative/
https://www.destinationbc.ca/what-we-do/destination-management/bc-tourism-climate-resiliency-initiative/


14Langley | Destination BC/Hubert Kang

TOURISM HAS THE POWER TO 
IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE



15Highway 3 outside of Cranbrook | Destination BC/Kari Medig

www.destinationbc.ca/strategic-approach/invest-in-iconics-strategy/

https://www.destinationbc.ca/strategic-approach/invest-in-iconics-strategy/
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Location Here 17

Follow us on LinkedIn at
Destination BC

Subscribe to our newsletter at
DestinationBC.ca/Subscribe

Alison McKay
Vice-President, Destination 

Management

Alison.McKay@DestinationBC.ca

mailto:Alison.McKay@DestinationBC.ca
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