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Local Government Leadership Academy
Local Governments and First Nations 

Working together

Governance and Structure Branch, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
in Kelowna January 2019 

▪ Snapshot of First Nations in BC

▪ Provincial update
▪ Treaties

▪ Draft Principles

▪ Local Government context

▪ MIRR – UBCM – MOU Renewal  

▪ C2C Program

▪ Resources / Questions
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Presentation Outline



▪More than 230,000 people in 
BC identify as Indigenous - 
includes First Nations, Métis, 
Inuit
▪ Over 70% of Indigenous 

people live ‘off-reserve’
▪ Total of 203 First Nations in BC 

(of 600 in Canada) 
▪ 46% under the age of 24 

3

Snapshot of First Nations in BC

BC Treaty 
Progress

http://www.bctreaty.ca/sites/d
efault/files/BCTC-AR2018.pdf
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Province’s Approach -- Draft Principles

▪ Respect and recognition 
of inherent rights 

▪ Early collaboration
▪ “free, prior and informed consent”

▪ Reconsider operating 
practices and processes 

▪ Standards of conduct
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Local Governments and Reconciliation

▪ Neighbours having a conversation

▪ Building relationships

▪ Working towards 
government-to-government reconciliation 
at the community level 

▪ Local governments are leaders

▪ More we can do together
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Consultation and Engagement

Province-UBCM MOU
Renewal at 2018 UBCM Convention
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Community to Community Forum Program

▪ We are headed in the right 
direction 

▪ Need to continue working in 
partnership

▪ Highlight best practices to 
encourage continuous 
improvement across all BC local 
governments and communities  
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What this means 



Resources
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▪ Governance Relations Website
▪ https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governme

nts/governance-powers/collaborating-building-relationships/relatio
ns

▪ Brent Mueller, Director of 
Governance Relations 
(Brent.Mueller@gov.bc.ca)

▪ 7 / 11 language families in 
Canada are here in BC

▪ Salishan Language Family 
spoken in the Pacific Northwest

▪ Ktunaxa Language Family 
spoken in the Kootenay region 
of B.C. 
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Snapshot of the Area

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/collaborating-building-relationships/relations


▪ 2015/16 joint-council meeting between the TNRD, Simpcw First 
Nation, Resort Municipality of Sun Peaks, and Districts of 
Clearwater and Barriere

▪ Interactive session on the role of governance in food security

▪ Barriere Aquatics Greenhouse

▪ UBCM resolution aimed at reducing roadblocks and red tape 
associated with getting “meat to the table” in their region
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C2C Regional Stories 

External PartnersInternal Partners

BC Association of Friendship 
Centres

Reconciliation

200+ First Nations Governments 
& all Indigenous Peoples in BC Municipal Affairs & Housing

189 Local Governments 
& all BC Residents

Leaders

Employees

Partner Ministries

Agencies & Partners
• B.C. Assessment Authority 
• B.C. Housing Management Commission
• Board of Examiners 
• Islands Trust Fund
• University Endowment Lands
• Property Assessment Review Panel 
• Audit Council for the Auditor General for 

Local Government
• Technical Safety B.C. 
• Building Officials Association of B.C. 
• TransLink

• Indigenous Relations & Reconciliation
• Public Service Agency
• Forest, Lands, Natural Resource  Operations & 

Rural Development
• Health
• Finance
• Education
• Others….

• Community and Legislative Services 
Division (CLS)

• Office of Housing and Construction 
Standards (OHCS)

• Local Government Division (LGD) 
• Management Services

https://www.mnbc.ca/

