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means path or trail in the Nuu-chah-nulth language, the 
language spoken by Huu-ay-aht, Yuułu ił ath, Toquaht, 

Uchucklesaht, Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h. 
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

In late 2007, the Maa-nulth First Nations Final Agreement (the Treaty) became 

for the Nations to join the regional district where they are located within ten years 
1

T’ašii: the path 
forward

 
detailed information on the 
various individual governments 

building among directors and their 
constituents;  

 Provide detailed background 

government to facilitate a smooth 

 

A NOTE ON NAMES… 

several Nations that traditionally 

called the Huu-ay-aht First Nations. 

Nuu-chah-nulth language do not 
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regional districts where they are located as directed by their own treaties, or look to 

T’ašii

THE MAA-NULTH TREATY

Overview

2
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TIMELINE

ACRD integration project.Summer 2012

1994

2001

2006

2007

2007

2009

April 1, 2011

April 1, 2012



4

Uchucklesaht Tribe (near the mouth of Alberni Inlet)

 

Map: 

Tofino

Ucluelet

Port Alberni

Long Beach “C”

Cherry Creek “F”
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Beaufort “B”

Vancouver  Island
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Taken together, the four First Nations of the Maa-nulth Treaty located within the 
4

Huu-ay-aht First Nations:  

Toquaht Nation:  

 

 

The Details

The Treaty is a detailed legal document that 

have the authority to enact laws and govern 
These Nations are no longer 

Indian Act.

range of issues including: 

Protection and enhancement of culture

Public administration

The Maa-nulth First Nations Final Agreement is based on a concurrent law-making 

 

CANADIAN FEDERAL LAW 
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Federal Laws & Provincial Laws: As a legislative authority within Canada, 

lands Indian Act will be 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Canadian Constitution
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Figure: 

Queen owns land Maa-nulth own land - "fee 

Land Registration
system

None
None

Law Making None

None Certainty in Constitution
None

Watershed Land None

TREATY SETTLEMENT LANDS (TSL): THE DETAILS

Additional Lands: 

within 15 years.

Public Access: 

Foreshore: 

Off-Treaty Lands: 
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The Treaty and Regional Governance

In the Treaty, each of the First Nations was given 10 years to join their regional 
6

 includes the administrative costs of running 

regional district services when it is in their 

join a service, they are referred to as service 

service area

OBSERVERS VS. MEMBERS
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REGIONAL GOVERNANCE – ONE OF MANY POST-TREATY TASKS



10

HUU-AY-AHT FIRST NATIONS 

Organizational Structure

The 

the 

Traditionally, they were the caretakers for the lands, waters and resources of their 

resources, but also the customs, values and teachings related to these areas that 

HUU-AY-AHT FIRST NATIONS – 
more than one Nation
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Several 

Figure: 
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PORTFOLIO

Finance

Forestry
Fisheries Communication

Huu-ay-aht’s Appointee to the ACRD

Huu-ay-aht Legislation
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 Foreshore management guidelines
 Zoning
 
 
 

The Act also establishes:
 
 

 
 

This Act sets out the legal framework for the 

also sets out:
 

  

 



14

YUUŁU IŁ ATH GOVERNMENT

Organizational Structure

The 
at least four times annually, with one Annual General Assembly where the 

Several 
include citizens over the age of 16  (voting age) and must include at least one 
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Figure: 

PORTFOLIO
President
Finance
Asset management

Community Services
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Yuułu ił ath’s Appointee to the ACRD

Yuułu ił ath Legislation

 
 
 

This Act sets out the legal framework for the 
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ALBERNI-CLAYOQUOT REGIONAL DISTRICT

7

they 

Second, they 

issues

involves coordinating services that a single 

Local Government Act

determine how the regional district functions on the 

MUNICIPAL & RURAL AREAS: 
what’s the difference? 

Municipalities 

Rural areas are all lands and 

FOR MORE INFORMATION…

See the Regional District Tool 
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Organizational Structure

ACRD Board Of Directors

are 

and 

Electoral area directors are elected directly by the constituents living in their 

Treaty First Nations 
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Figure: 

ACRD Board Committees

communities in the region over the summer as a way to get to know other regions 
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Committee

Committee

Committee

Planning Committee

Fisheries Committee

Agricultural Advisory 
Committee

Committee

Alberni Valley Committee The Alberni Valley Committee deals with decision-making regarding 

Plan Monitoring Advisory 
Committee – Alberni 
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Plan Monitoring Advisory 

commissions 

under Part 26 of the Local Government Act

Procedures and Protocols: The Details  

Regional District Toolkit

Meetings

Packages for each meeting are also sent out 

Treaty First Nations should use this lead-time to 
discuss relevant issues with their home councils 

SATELLITE MEETINGS -  
a note about protocols 

including within the territories 

locations or at other non-Treaty 
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Order within Meetings 

instances, this may mean that discussions are moved to another committee or 

Getting Involved in Discussions
Most discussions at the regional district board are related to the services that the 

LIAISING WITH “HOME COUNCILS”

“One school of thought would suggest that a council may provide guidance 
to its director(s), and probably should provide guidance on controversial 
or particularly important topics. A council should not, however, expect its 
director(s) to stand firm on a position in the face of compelling information and 
arguments that undermine the position’s validity.” 



23

Voting on Motions 

Voting can either be weighted or un-weighted – this is known as vote weighting

about certain decisions – this is known as 

Stakeholder votes are for 

Voting that includes all directors is called a 
vote 

for establishing service and regulatory bylaws, and for 

delegation of decision making to a commission, the 

FOR MORE INFORMATION…

See the Regional District 
Toolkit - Discussion Guide #5: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION…

See the Regional District Tool 
Kit - Fact Sheet #5: Voting 
Rules
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ACRD Services 

, 

General 
Government 
Services

members

members

Service members 

All electoral 
areas

Grants-in-Aid
members 

recognition that it would be a way to link communities and 
members 
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Planning members 

All electoral 
areas

Management of All electoral 

All electoral 

Management 
Port Alberni, 
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Management 
of Ucluelet, 
Area C

The BC Emergency Program Act
to establish and maintain an emergency management 

Planning 

Fire Protection Portion of 

Fire Protection Portion of 

Service
Portion of 

of Ucluelet 
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Service Creation

the 

is 

Figure:  

2STUDY
FEASIBILITY1RAISE

IDEA 3DEVELOP
BYLAW 4ADOPT

BYLAW

Budgeting and Apportionment 

are distributed among funds is known as cost allocation

converted 
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Figure: 

Notice of intent 
to participate

Included in 
ACRD budget

Service starts
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(invoice)
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Property Assessment and Taxation: Overview and Summary 

Assessment Act

FOR MORE INFORMATION…
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Community Profiles 
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1
1

1
1

1
1
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1
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1
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1

1

1
1
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1
1
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Appendix 2: Terms and Terminology

There is a long and unfortunate legacy of incorrect terms and terminology 
 Indian Act, 

It will take time, but all First Nations of the Maa-nulth Treaty are seeking to 

Huu-ay-aht

Indian

Canadian Environmental 
Protection Act, Criminal Code

body Government Government
Chair President Chief Councillor

Councillor

Voting citizens Constituency
Assembly

-
Council Council
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Appendix 3: Resources 

For more information on the Maa-nulth Treaty: 
 

Nation Treaty and the Maa-nulth First Nations Treaties  

 

 
For more information on local governments and regional districts: 

 

 

 





Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation

EcoPlan International 


